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The Empire Builder s ayed an hou areiving from
Chiesgo Compater problems sald & woman in the waifing room who
reneived & text fom hee toyirlesd on the train Oomputer probema 1
thomgdht Some empiee

Empive Baikieeof sourss was the magnifieent monfese beatowsd upon
James Jeroms Hill J to friende A pinteized barreleheated dynamo who
wirksd hia weay up from o abdnpes @ oleek sleong the 81 Paol deelks to boying
aralkoad and dynamiiing a chesper and fster ronfe over tle Rmky
Momiaing fAnslly reanhing Head il in 1863 4n e Deminl in the weas of (he
Lond from whenos all ime befreand after began A foana continental route
o spread 19 glded goepal of Ulslatan] iy and Commerae witha caplial ©



A l=rgs oll painting of Eill meoupiss a wall in 81 Panls Tnion Depot 1 gama

at thepro ks of the eeded smpire bulldes In & top hal and evesucal mnd
regting on & eane and wonder what the osineaamen aeca ataring off fnto

an uaaedn bul Bmilleas horon ] gel @ pomforlatieas I oan an the msd

woodsn benchiand s {sfigue rolls in my head falls fo my chest

And o Heew somes JJ now pwagiesing down Summil Avenus & man on &
misskm Too ks he'a sbsady aeen me Bepeloaes oy gocd man don'™t b=
iy Why do you know thal | In theough Conmesos ihai olvilisalion and
Chok tianity hews apread to the semoteat pasts of the wosld Indeed i waa
ihe ralhnay ihat made if all poasibe Nexi fo the Chrtian religlon and
publi aohools the ralhesy bas been the langeat aingle conted bafing fanior
1o the welfare and happineas of the people And you wani o bepart of ihat
guseesa dom’i you, OF couras youdo Yea g commeseial sopansion s i
1ifetined of thess divinsly Hegasd Tnited Bistea of Amecloa

And i waan't juat abonf moving peaengess foom point & {opalnt B

The paasenger traln ie Mke t1e male teal Ell agya nefther useful noe
ornsmental By ale The seal mensy 18 in moving et and hees HIT
wams a dollar bl under my noes then aieffa i In =y ahirt poeket And
i not all B bomais thatl Ie helped pelile the counley alag hi iveeln
by ullding towna that Sourthed with ueinegacs thef genersiad goods
that pedded ihe rallroad o dellves thode goodi 1o meckeln secoaa tha

X



birgeoning nsfim A perpetual motion momey making mashing moving fhe
nomizy ever fewasd Goow th expanaion sad the t=ienphof eapifal The
truest index of progrees by Geongde And we must do what wemuat do by

o Imlever moand neemer Y Beime the homalnda of Bdigences nations
Protect the risk fo investors Exierminate fhe Indlss menace. Drdve the
Golden 8plks theough the hearte of the seragea the Cheyenne he Laloia
the Arapabo snd the Pewmes Give me snoff whisky snd Swedes and Twill
bulld & raltrosd to hell Hill belows as he flieks izfbal Hood off b lape] Hke
oo tionw ood feff then ternas &nd eantinuse an Ha way

Yee s Jd Hill
Patrini
Pathiinder
Plomesr
Empire Bullder

ATl Abvard

Behold t1e Empie Bailisr Amirsk train 11 deparis 8t Panl Hazing
wamtwasd lowasd o golden Providenas o Halng a besevo knos an all who
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angwer her call We ahoot buffakes by the tmndrede from peesenger
windowa The robting slensh ries o 1iigh high heaven o he kran Tooes
races agrcas the tallgrsss prajds koring lehind & rich manwre of 13 and
brizagral We reliee 1o thea lub oae for whin gy and oigem | rabe my glas o
Maonifeat Degtiny and a2 1 do the eonduoios niecemis my cewrle

Baxmse me abr bul ls your geal ck

Come to think of 11 my seat Hd el a Hitle damp The ecnducior sxplains
ihata Iitle giel bad juef wet 112 ssal and offees 1o selbosls my seaimals
and me My seatmale’s seat was dry a0 she dld noipeed o relocale boi dd
anyway ol aid oves o hee dey ssal withmers soom 1o apeead oul Cella
averied Bopie deeame reaume with ntecmedistesiop In

Hiaglea MH
Detralt Lakes MH
Fasgo ND

@Grand Porks MD

Devila Lake WD

Rughy ND



Minok NI
Btanky HD
Wilisbon ND
Wolf Podnt MT
(3 = gyorwr WLT
Malia MT
Hawas MT

& heltyy MT

Cul Bank MT
Erowning MT
Eant Glarler Pask MT
Enpex MT

Weei Glanker WT
Whiteflah MT

Litky MT



Sandpoint ID
Spokene WA

Epleata WA

Wenstolee WA
Leawenworth WA

Evecwtt WA

Edmonds WA

Beatil WA

Assived July 2081 Anse Domial

I'm gtaying st the Hotsl Max an whra-bip spot e tsehds milleanialb near
Pike Flaoe Masket 1ighi rall and several dipensacies all orilieal neosasi e

for &'beme camp minue the headlsmp They allow me fo reglaier aa long s 1
pro=iie 1o nod han g oul in the bbby

Btopped by Meisker Mapa to getile lay of the land and am confronted

by geotlermal beal megs deyousing the eeeth 8o feonbemplsling o move
anyiime overzay the next tem twenty o iy yeas my advies apcdd the
Tk monen ey will dopoeslale quickly and pecmeanssbly with deven lading
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effecta sending coravams of aeelera upriver cloacr fo the headwatera fo
petile along the banks B tny homes with HighDef and 63

I'minscarchof provigims for the next kg of my jowrney Across tle efoest
from the krry teeminsd o walbway o f modsen ueban deglgn =laes sbowe a
narmw airest Ined withhomeless encampments whers youesn toae colna
dows anto the targe and make & wi h

At thegorner of Denny and Weatlake the Whole Foods Market & an Elsnd
aof erenity and freah pesshes A hatefreszone Ho rasism I8 allowed bekind
the yellow line Croas that line apd you're oo pour own Fo felse goda
allwed el thes amepl be the cne an (he greentank thal JJ siuffed in =y
ghirt the onewlth theepball fioating over a pymamid Whatdsfy b thed
thing aupponad to by and wliy doa't [ abeady know he aniwes bo the =l
fundsmental of all Hi='s queations

Por snawesa | fusn o the Buddsd ab (he e nusaing a g@in asd tonio The
Buddad Howe & smokering in my fane and 2ez to me in o wies tha rings

Hred and maw he what and why e cme {oget be s msdaghordoally o peaking an
a dmbty to form one mifled dediy

Bousda heavy man [ say bul whed exaolly dosa il mean

Look eloser my pabhetieally norant friend above the pymmid read i



Tntudy the greentack and read abud Assuli Coaplis

How fhe Buddsd a miles and remembera ke i was ypeaterday Ah yea Vingdl
Tweaty nine yeam bebos Juy Cee oxme o §he soene Latin eple posm
Hero's journey The Hne & from & prayer by Asoanies just befors he alsya
anssemy weeslor b crien Juplier Almiihly Siver oy bol soderiakic
The Buddad holds uwp an empty glea o the bartender

Yeuh [ aegr bod [ ol dom't got 1

The Buddad efghe Try snd keep wp Fast forward sighiecn cemfurks A
lemrmed gentleman in & veey Haly wig had & et mapFation You ses
b= wm privikged to be fangl Laiin and Gresk in & fine all-boys boandig
dolial He remembera the line fsom The Asnsld and slape | o2 the ke kel
the Amerkan Federal Bsserve Hols dropping Supier Almighiy foo pagan
He trlafly consldersd adding o osoan inatead of a pyramid bul thal we foo
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obwions and over the lise 8o they went with the fioating eyeball thing The
Epe of Povidenos 1o the uninitisied over the unflnished pyramid a aymiol
of eireng th and duratis A hermondr convergenes of righteonsnea s of
aawe the debal of all enemiem e=d a irlesphanl setusn [Fom baltle

The Buddad looks at meas 1T am an QiiFor God's sake mes I's adirect
pludibaepbdosd link to the founding myth of the Heman Bmpts W ring
dowm the awoed on the meok of oar enemy and ory Provideaes S oar
uadeciakingliow do you fwken get i

I shrink bk on my ber atool Mayte I aman Idot Mayte T wes abaent
on the day when (he diEnats =eihwes remalsd Poviden ee fvars oo
undertaldng Profoact the Rk i Ioves fors Exdorminals the Indlsn Manacs

ol &

I piep oo gy tomake o mot so greseful exii when the Budded ses Bul wadt
these's mome Cheok the o moll underneath the pyramdd Withoet my glesasa
I sguint and read Noves Orde Sechrum

Virgl agadn gez tle Euddad Eslogne 4 in wilch a small boy b beleved fo
b the amvlor and cne day when te 18 of age be will beeome divine and
ruke the world Sound Emiliar I'm not susewhat to ey aftald to ahow off
mome of my stepidity The Buddad soreame Heads turn o see what the



pommotion ie all about s the oridin myth pou aimpleton Viegll ad it firat
long tefore the apoatis ripped him off The ages’ mighiy maneh bagins
apew & Sundsy lymnalplassr for sure Grab your wallet young man Tie
goleskion plade b oomisg round Lennon oves the Buddad theow baok hin
drink and stumHes ontof the e kavingme with the cheok

Cn. =y relurn ihe landseape rushes by 1ks a movieshown in reverss The
frain Hows & Hos note horn in boeata of desp pdne We'me rolling now
iomawhece bween Culbank and Hevre pie king up spesd alosg a oleadghl
track cutting theough the prabds of northesntral Montans whene natie
apkifs onoe roamed The Empire Budlder roars theowgh namelessa fowns
that wanbh = quiskly s camp emake in the wind peat yorde of daserded
dreams and bosrded up shope eliaging o the land Hie glacisl € from &
recedin g lover Bools snd vines elimb rusied junk io fiower abng traake
gtrewn traks Eventide paints the undectelly of the elouds pink and perpls
ke golt ootion flanns] & deoosdant juxispoaiiion of megeaty and misecy
The Amerloan Bra yet mfurk i perpetusl proapemns pecpetudty fulfiling
JJ Billa propleay o e Empdee Fudider plangen headiong info a funnal
painied ontoike alde of 8 mounisin



California ZephyT

Califorrda, Zsphyr

with awest reath

the em bare fan

A recart burn zore
pastoharred pinss

in ghastly repose

from Inglorioua batile

fire hamard iz high

rlver level is low

in the A merican River Valley
down the road

from Sutter's Mill

whers to this very day
golden nuggets tumble down cataracts
ard streams

irrigating falda

of endless growth

ard domindon



Rl on Zephyr

Raoll on Zephyr

roll on

past the sentry

sleeping by the gate

past prefabricated dreams
ready to be dissgeem Head
ghipped and reassembled
anywhers

anytime

atone low coat to you
roll on Zephyr
blowing hot and dry

ash ard smoke
smudge the alcy

roll onnomada
sagebrush prophets
pack up those prehb dreama
and brirg them with yon
down the high way

of majegty and mizery
roll on Zephyr

roll on



Deserat

The Great Balt Laks

ghimmers and shinesa

Hlee & ailwer dollar

in the pockst of & thirsty plonesr
geaking areeators

in the markst squars

to hold hands

acrmaa the wold

to cormecrate bapiiam

ard beshives

lead us Desaret:

lead ug all

to that awest honey from the rock



Eye of Providencs

Here [ atand

on the 153th atep of the Colorado Btate Capital
exartly BRAD fect above gea lewal
shielding my sy=s

from a Hasing sun
gtriking the golden dome

the Bye of Frovidero e
rizes in the weat

beyond anowoapped mountalna
hear her in the wind

the sough of plres sing

thiz way to salvation

this way to proaperity



Next Stop Chicago

Wext stop Chicago
city of broad shouldera
rizing from the rails
cormecting sast and weat
the cagh and the flow

A, grard canldron

of mealth and Industry
ard moral purposs
insatiable

ferocious

patrictic progress

f o Hill wonld be prond
pleass check

to zea if you have all yourlugdgags
Chicago nextiatop



Bhoet atories by Bdwasd Eheely heow appeaced in

the Bos ton Lierary Magssing, The Write Launch, Pop
the Cudlure P, Fauxier, The Book Smuggler's Des,
Poisde Soup Jearnsl Frentier Tk, and Laks Sirest
Siordes (Flexitle Prear). A novel, Cade s Rebeiloq, woa
pelfputiiahed in 2018 (Dog Bar Publshing). & selection
of his posiry was featured In Jerry Jazs Musivian
magezine o elebeating the musk of Milea Davl, He waa
aptized in the Delawsre River tefors the eyes of the
Loed and peveral oal fish He Hves in Minnsspola,
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